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' iTHE OGDEN STANDARD.

Jews of U.S. Organizing Legion to Reclaim Palestine

BY FREDERICK J. McINTOSH.
Jowp nrc going home. Upon

I the mad their eyes have BOUghl

for 2000 years tho're marching
lhese Meccabeahs on their way to

Zlon. And over thrlr heads, proudly
! J carried, are ihclr colors the flag of that

resurrected peoples, the Jewish Nation.
And with voices uplifted to their Jx: a

God of Israel they're singing thMr Ju-Se-

ton?
The Jews are marching back, armed

warriors Stranger things have come to
pass within this world, The Jews have
arisen to arms, the Jewish Ieglon they
are called, this body of warriors, gath-

ered from the corners of the earth, to
which the seed of Palestine were mul;
to scatter 3000 years ago. And they're
fighting to regain what they considered
their rightful own, their Holy Laud.
They're fighting to rrush the enemy cf
the ages, tho terrible Turk, and to pui
away forever his dominion of the Ian I

that is the heritage of the Jews.
They see the lights of Palestine, far

In the distance. The road leads througn
rivers of blood and over it are cast to?
heavy shadow of death. But unatrald
are these warriors, for the light that
shines from that far-of- f place has al-

ready illumined their souls They ana
filled with the thrill of battle. Cannons
boom all about them. Bombs burst oer
their heads. Machine guns rattle in
front of them. Through a rain of "dint
and fire and living hell they must g.
But the Jews are going. For In their
breast thero has been planted a hope
A hope that has been all out dead --'WO

years.
Thousands strong these warring pons

of Israel are marching and fighting.
By hundreds they have already laid
down tholr lives. Thousands upon thou-
sands strong will they continue to
march and to fight By hundreds upon
hundreds will they lay down their lives.
Tho Jews are in the world's war as a
nation, the Jewish Nation. They will
continue In tho war until that which
they believe rightfully belongs to them
shall have been restored.

And then, like ot,her peace-Inkin- g na-

tions, the Jews will settle down at
home. But that homo will not he in
Russia, nor in Poland, nor England,
nor Italy, nor France, nor even in tho
glorious United States. It will bo In
Palestine, where once a Jewish Nation
was norn anu wnere later a jcwisn
Nation was crushed.

Dreams Will Come True.
No more marvelous, more wonderful

thing could have ever been dreamed of
In all history' than this Journey of the
lews back to Palestine

Tho dreams, prophecies and plans of
the Zionists will now come true,"
Dr. M Ehclnkln, ono of tho twenty
leaders of tho Jews who were driven
out of Palestine by the Turks three
years ago. "A population of S.OOO.OOU

can bo sustained In Palestine. In t tl

years we could have a controlling pop-

ulation of Jews out of a total of
people. The fifty communities

already started will be the nucleus for
a great democracy."

Who are these Jews who would go
Into battle to fight for tho land they call
their own? Who would bravo wounds
and death upon the battlefield'' Are they
from Russia? No From Poland? Yes.
From France, too, they come, and from
England and sunny Italy and from the
United Stales. From many cities and
centers and towns and hamlets they arc
coming, thousands strong. Coming aro
these Jews to be made Into warriors

St. Louis Is among the centers from
which thoy are going forward. But
hearken, oh. Jerusalem, and hear a Joy-

ful sound, the tread of Jewish warriors
on their ancestral ground. They com?
from over all the earth: from every
friendly ground, thiy ccmo from good
old XT, S. A. Its city, hamlet, town.

"Arise. Israel, shoulder your arms!"
Tho cry was taken up and carried along

)1 i until It spread oer all the nation, lti
n St. Louis it was h?aru. And It was

heeded by almost fifty young Jewish
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business men who since have gone icrth
to training camps And soon they will
have gone over across tho sea to fight
In Palestine that once again it might
be tho home of the Jews. On no other
front will these fighters he sent. The
have been promised IhaL

The British Government, under which
they aro recruited, has promised It.
So. out of tho 2X from the United
States who have hearkened to tho call
to arms, are thus far numbered almost
half a hundred from St. Loflla Trie
wildflro of Jewish patriotism has barely
begun to burn. Soon it will bo raging.
And It will cnflanvs tho soul of manv
others whose mother longue Is Yiddish -
wwaoia nu so lOI III IU QU or OIC 171

soldier uniform.
Everywhere the call is resounding.

Others have given over their business
and havo Joined the Jewish colors. By
the last of this year a division of 2.ono
will be In the field from America, fight-
ing alongside division:: that hao been
matte up in Franco and England and
Italy. As an army it will launch its
weight into the conflict now waged In
the Holy Land. An! ihe blood of many
Jews will color tho soil there Already
many of the nationality have gon-dow- n.

They went wearing the uniforms
of heroes. for they have proved to bo
good soldiers-fighti- ng, daring soldiers.

Under British they aro being recruited
but not under English-spoke- n command
will they serve. For their commands are
In their own tongue, In Hebrew. The
flag Is Hebrew. The emblem they wear
on their caps is Hebrew. In the fullest
measure has England recognized that
there Is such a nation as the Jewish na-
tion. The passports Issued to them read
that way. America recognizes the na-
tion. France also. How much of tho
Jewish dream of many centuries has
already been realized? "Wo are a na-
tion," they cheerily whisper to each
other. ' Not a tribe, a raco without a
country and without identity." And If
America should find cause to war
against Turkey, tho Jews of the Jewish
nation will be organized under tho
Stars and Stripes, Just as they aro being
organized under the flag of the British.

Tho call reached St. Louis In the last
week of March. Four young men heard
it. Soon others heard it. Within a
month the 'Lrtt Fquad wac organized
and was leaving homes for a Canadian
training camp. Those who first took

up the cry to nrms were wprkcrs in
tho Zionist movement here. They were:
Ben Cohen, Abraham Levin, M. B.

and Aaron J. Bashkow. Tho
first meeting was participated in by
eight persons. At this meeting It was
decided to open a Jewish recruiting of-

fice. This office has since remained
open at 1507 Franklin avenue. And
through its door enters St. Louis' con-

tribution to the great force that is
headed towards Jerusalem.

Ben Cohen, npw a sergeant In the
Jewish Legion, is recruiting officer in
charge. He was a leading figure In or-

ganizing a second squad that since has
gone away and a third ono that will
Uo,r. T J Una Knnn ool In

this work by Levin, who also is a ser-
geant and who has undergdno training
in Canada. Sellgshon and Bashkow art;
corporals and now aro in the training
camp. Four others who have gone from
here hnve since become noncommis-
sioned officers.

Jewish Red Cross,
Tho spirit of patriotism aroused by

tho formation of this, tho first St Louis
unit of the Jewish Legion, has resulted
in the organization of another body of
war workers. It Is the Jewish Red Mo-go- n

Dovld and. comprised of men and
women, is similar to the great Ameri-
can Red Cross. This league now has a
membership of EMM and It Is growing in
membership and financial strength

As the Jewish Legion work has grown
In St. Louis during the last few weeks,
so has it grown throughout the nation,
and what has been done here and will
be done hero is but a fair Index of the
things being done by the great body
of Jewish people of the United States.
The work has progressed In such meas-
ure that It has gained recognition of
the Jewish people of the nation and
will bo taken up In Its fullest form by
tho Convention of Zionists, which will
be held at Pittsburgh. Pa. Juno 27. At
this meeting, it is expected, the move-
ment will bo given such monstrous
moral and financial support that tho
dream of selng a division of 20,000 Jews
raised In the United States by tho last
of the year will be realized.

Thus Is the movement becoming na-

tional and not a mere side branch of
the British recruiting work as conducted
In the United States. Thus does the
movement promise to sweep past the
gK- t for tho United Slates by tho

English Government a few weeks ago
when it authorized Its recruiting mis-

sions here to establish this new branch
of its soldier-gettin- g service

In conformity with plans that were
at that time developed by the British
Government, Lieut. J. D. Cameron, .it
the head of the British recruiting of-

fice in Si. Louis, took up the work.
George W Searjcant cf the mission
spoke at many meetings and otherwise
helped to head the movement. To the
Jewish people lie Drought the word
l is government had sent. He repeated
the words Jewish leaders had voiced in
England and In Fiance. He, further-
more, gave Britain's premise that Jews
for military service would be sent to
fight only In Palestine and with the ono
view In mind that of conquering the
land and making it a ration for tho
Jewish pecple

And thoso who have thus far re-

sponded to the call from Judnh. aro
not wandering, worthless. ne

They aro responsible and intelli-
gent young men. They aro representa-
tives of tho best Jewish families. Sergt.
Levin was president of the Jewish Zio-
nist Organization, which is the Jewish
national movement, when he left for
the military training camp. Sergt. Co-
hen was a former president of the samo
body, while Seligshon was secretary.
Others were active members of this and
other Jewish bodies of St. Louis.

All were in business. Sergt. Jyevln
HUM a member of n wholesale-- dry goods
firm Ko arranged his business affairs
tj become a soldier. Cohen was a trav-
eling salesman In Southern Missouri,
Mississippi. Arkansas and Missouri
Corp. Sellgshon Is a graduate of the St,
Lculs University and was In charge of
the bookeeplng at a large clothing
house. Corp. Bashkow. with his broth-er- ,

Morris, owned and conducted a
manufacturing company. They sold out
when they heard the call, and both an-
swered it. Morris Is with Aaron In
tho training camp. Many others who
have gone sacrificed business Interests
at home. They said We are ready
to give until it hurts, and then give
seme more."

From France was sent the first Jewish
battalion into the fighting zone There
were (jOOO young Jews In It, and many
had como from Russia, Rumania. Italy

nd England. Some were French Jews.
After Its organization a demonstration
was made in Paris, where, under the
French and Jewish flags, tho recrulLs
marched the streets and were reviewed
and applauded by thousands cf persons.
This was tho beginning of the first Jew-
ish armv that had been formed in cen-
turies.

Thev went away and they fouzht as
bravel as soldiers ever fought. Thoy
fought on the French front and there
the most of them died. It was In the
hrst battle of Champagne, in February.
1915, six months after they marched

away from Paris Among the dead was
i Id Rotstein, Russian born, who had

gone to France He had studied at the
Jewish Public University of Paris.

Unfamed before his departure. Rot-stein- 's

death caused hts namo to ho
sounded throughout France. And the
echo has reached corner of the
world. For he left a testimony to the
French people. With dying lips, he said
tho words that fired France as it had
nover before allowed Itself to bo fired
by the prayers of the Jewish people.
"Oh, beloved France," ho said, "I am
dying for you; but happily do I go, be-

lieving France will bo the first in aid
to freo the Jewish pcoplo and help them
to havo a national homeland in rales-tin- e.

"

This made a strong impression upon
French opinion, and It was not long un-
til Barres, French writer and at tho
head of the French Catholics, made a
strong appeal In favor of the Jews.

Prior to that time N. Slousch, L. D ,

noted French Jew, who but a fortnight
ago paid St. Louis a visit, had con-

versed with his old friend. Vladimir
Jabotlnsky, famous Russian-Jewis- h

j-
- 'mallst and Zionist leader, who had

. . ..... .. .. .f f rf.it, T" r i i

sky w;ent for the express purpose of
conferring with Slousch, professor of
literature In tho Jewish Public Univer-
sity at Paris. ' What is to be done to In-

fluence tho allies to assist the Zionists
to get Into Palestine?'- - they asked each
other. Neither was then able to answer
the question. But a decision they ar-
rived at in this meeting led to a later
answer, which came after tho vallan'.
Rotstein had expressed his dying faith
in France.

It was In December. 1 01 . that louscn
and Jabotinsky conferred Four month ,

before that the Jewish battalion had
been organized and Its members
marched away to die on tho battb;
grounds of Champagne. The decision
reached by these two able Jews came
from an idea born while Paris watched
the 5D00 Jewish warriors march away to
fight for the French and the allies.
"Let us form a Jewish army corps,'
they said

Beginning of the Legion.
From Paris Jabotinsky went to Italy,

where he met Pinchus Rutherberg, a
Jewish leader of the, Russian revolution.
The plan was presented to him and he
agreed. Then Jabotinsky was off to
Egypt, where thero were 8000 Jewish
refugees from Palestine. Among them
the first recruiting of the Jewish Le-
gion was begun. But only 600 out of thy
8000 responded. For that was all there
were of that vast number who were
physically fit to fight.

This body of 00O Jewish troops was
organized and drilled. England camo
In with axslxtanco and appointed w

colonel for' the regiment. Tho name or
that man. an irishman, will forever live
and be honored by the Jewish people- of

. da ta
the earth He was Col. Peterson,
leader of that most unusual corps of
lighters, tho Zion Mule Corps.

It was impossible to send them to
Palestine at that time, because there
was no fighting there. But they were
sent to Gallipoll, where they engaged
In battle and about lff) were killed.

A book written by Col. Peterson later
a book now known by Jews of almost

every country had much then to do
with further help which came to tho
Jews from the allies This book, "With
the Zlon Mule Corps in Gallipoll. ' went
far In showing to the world, and espe-
cially to England, trio Jewish lighting
spirit and what the hopes of going back
to Palestine meant to these rople
Peterson urged England to adopt Ihem
as units.

In July of 1916 Dr. Slousch received,
in Paris, another visit from Jabotinsky,
who had returned from Italy.

"I am going to London." said Jabotin-
sky, "and obtain the sanction of the
English Government for the creation of
a Jewish national army " And with
this ho was off. But, with all of the
favorable sentiment In England toward
giving aid to the Jewish people, Jabo-
tinsky met with many difficulties, in
the first place, there was no war in
Palestine, It was pointed out, and it
was generally feared that such a move-
ment would react against tho Jews who
already were there. There was danger
that they would be slaughtered by the
Turks In reprisal. But tho arms of
the war.god did finally reach Palestine
and the time was ripe.

Held by Bolsheviki.
Dr. Slousch then camo to the United

States. That was In 1917, and he mot
the great Russian. Pinchus Ruthenberg.
Rulhenberg came to this country in the
interest of the Zionist movement, and,
with Dr. Slousch. was Instrumental In
arousing a certain amount of lnterest.
Ruthertberg returned to Russia, where
he was arrested by tho Bolshevik! and
Jailed and since has been In prison. H
was an enemy of the Bolsheviki, being
extreme In his views of the cause of
the war and In his sjmpathies with tho
allies.

Ruthenberg and Slousch made an at-
tempt to organize a Jewish unit In New-York- ,

but they were hindered by the
samo factor that hindered the work In
England tho fear that such a move-
ment would cause a massacre of the
Jows In Palestine. It was then that
Ruthenberg was appointed governor or
Petrograd and was called away, only
to be captured and placed In prison.
Dr Slousch was left here alone, and,
aRhough a strong man In Paris and
among his people In all parts of the
world, ho could accomplish little. But
this did not halt his efforts.

The Hebrew-speakin- g Poalel Zlon In
the fall of last year sent a delegation
to Wiirhlngton In an effort to gain gov-
ernment permission to raise a Jewish

legion In tho United State?. Tt wai
pointed out by Washington that such

a course could not bo followed for the

reason that the United States was no

at war with Turkey and could not fflfi j

official permission for an American j

Jewish unit.
Then was formed the first Jewish

nrmy commission in tho United States. , M

It comprised leading Jews Huln Brain- - . ap
nln. a friend of Dr. Slousch, and Dr. f
X Slrkln, Dr. Slobodln, Dr. Zhittosky I

and Dr. Slousch. Writing to Jabotln- -

sky. they said: "Wo are ready to o-

rganize at least 2000 oung Jewish m

of the United States Into fighting tinlts

if England will recognize the national

character of tho unit, and If It will

promise to send such a unit only to

Palestine." No answer camo for

month. Then England began tho cam-

paign In Palestine and the right tn

Jewish people had asked for
granted.

First Jewish Army
England forthwith made a public de-

claration which set Jewish hearts U

over tho globe afire with zeal and flgn1-ln- g

spirit. Soon Jabotinsky wrote that

tho Jewish National Unit In England

had been recognized by that gover-

nment a.i the first Jewish Army. It

ordered by the government that com-

mands be given In Hebrew, that th

fighters wear Hebrew Insignia, that

they be sent only to Palestine to flyh'.

Actual work of recruiting was started

in America. The first unit was sent

from New York In March. There wer ,

500 in this unit. They are now in Pa-

lestine and will soon bo fighting- lT

other urlts have left New York alnce

March, as well as has many unlfS fros
other cities ;nrl sections of the country. v

including those from St. Louis. Two WW
English Jewl h battalions have bet'

W

sent from London and aro now

have gone from Franc

Baron James do Rothschild, member of

the great" family of Rothschild,
WR-- i a captain In the French Army.

transferred to the Jewish Legion and

sl.ice has met death In fighting aga'"1 I
tbs Turks In Palestine. I

The Canadian Parliament several

months ago issued an order that th j
Jews of Canada who Join for mlUtr'
service shall bo forwarded only for r1" I

esllne service when so desired AboJ I
3000 have already Joined, some of wbos

have already gone across.
' France has sent an army of 00- - t

Palestine and they aro fighting.
was the mediator between "

t1 1I'rem h and tho American Jews and

work that has beer, done In this rcfrrt f

has resulted in France announcing J

readiness to renounce Its control In P1- - t
eatlnfl I' was following this movctnat I
ihe National Unit was formed thera f x

So it Is that Jews from the corners0' .

iiie eanii arc gainerlng together and t
training as soldiers. The Jaw n- - 1

UoUin becoruo a nation.


